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Astaghira to Atheniah, which was called the city of sages,
to study grammar and eloquence.    He was thus engaged
during nine years in the study of language, which the
Yonanians called the ocean, because every person stands in
need of it.    When he had attained proficiency in  that
science he studied moral, political, physical, and theological
sciences under the guidance of Aflatftn, whose disciple he
became.    In course of time his teacher conceived so high
an opinion of the acquirements of Aristo, that if the latter
happened to be absent when a question was being discussed,
lie used to say to his disciples, * Wait till Aristo comes/ and
not to continue the lecture till the latter made his appearance.
After the decease of Aflatun, Aristo went to the country of
sages, and established a school of philosophy, which he
maintained till Filqus invited him to Maqdiin [Macedonia],
where he remained till Eskandar succeeded to the throne.
When the latter departed on a distant journey, Arisfco
returned to  the   country  of Atheniah,   more   especially
because the climate of Maqdun did not agree with his con-
stitution.    He remained ten years in that city; but an idol-
priest named Madun excited the populace against him,
because he was inimical to image-worship.   This circum-
stance reminded him of the fate of Soqrat, to escape which
he returned to his birthplace, where he applied himself to
the rebuilding of various edifices, to the admonition of the
people, and to  the protection of orphans, as well as to
scientific discussion with learned men.    He was esteemed
by great personages, who honoured him with presents; but
he died suddenly while preparing for a visit to an adjacent
island, to which he intended to retire in order to compose a
treatise.    He was buried by his disciples in an appropriate
spot, which became & place of pilgrimage, visited by sages
for the purpose of discussing any difficult question in which
they happened to be engaged, and remaining on the spot
till they had solved it, because they were under the impres-
sion that a visit to the sepulchre purified and enlightened
the mind.

He counted among his disciples royal princes, kings,